MELEAGER AND ATALANTA,

OUT  OF  THE   EIGHTH   BOOK  OF

OVID'S METAMORPHOSES.

CONNECTION TO  THE  FOIIMEB STORY.

Ovid, having told how Theseus had freed Athens from the tribute
of children, which was imposed on them by Minos, king of
Crete, by killing the Minotaur, here makes a digression to
the story ofMeleager and Aialanta} which is one of the most
inartificial connections in all the Metamorphoses ; for he
only say$3 that Theseus obtained such honour from that
combat } that all Greece had recourse to Mm in their necessi**
ties ; and, amongst others, Calydony though the hero of thai
country ,> Prince Meleager, was then living,

him the Calydonians sought relief;
Though valiant Meleagras was their chief.
The cause, a boar, who ravaged far and near ;
Of Cynthia's wrath, the avenging minister.
For (Enius with autumnal plenty blessed,             5

By gifts to heaven his gratitude expressed ;
Culled sheafs, to Ceres; to Lyasus, wine;
To Pan and Pales, offered sheep and kine ;
And fat of olives to Minerva's shrine.
Beginning from the rural gods, his hand              10

Was liberal to the powers of high command ;